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COMFIDENTIAL
FM BUENOS A|RES 23/1642Z7.MAR 82

TO FLASH FCQ _
TELEGRAM NUMBER 91 QF 23 MARCH 1982

YOUR TELNQ 64(;2LLEGAL LANDING ON SCUTH GECRGIA) HAS, OF Cluasg,

CROSS:E‘D WiTH MY TzLNQ 8%9. | GAVE THE MESSAGE |N YOUR TELEGRAM TQ

=R I.QUE ROS QVER THE TELEPHONE AT 1385Z. HE WAS, OF COURSZ, VERY
"DISTRESSED. HE REGRETS THAT HE HAS NO (REPEAT NO) WAY OF COMMUNI~-
CATIHG WITH THE MEN AT LEJTH. | MUST MYSELF PCINT OUT THAT MY TELNO
85 01D NOT COKVEY AN ASSURANCE BUT A STATEMENT WHICH BOTH BLANCO
AND | UNDERSTQQD TO BE A FACT. | DO HOT THINK THERE WAS ANY
INTENTION TO MISLEAD.

24 AT 15387 | WAS SUMMONED BY FOREIGN MINISTER COSTA MENOEZ WHO,
ON LOOKING THROUGH MY SPEAKING NOTEZS BASED ON YOUR TUR SAlD

(A} HE WAS SURPRISED THAT HMG WAS PRCCEEDING SO RAPIOLY TC
SUCH YERY GRAYE ACTION, WITHOUT ZXHAUSTING DIPLCMATIC RECOURSES.
COULD NOT SUCH PRECIPITATE ACTION BE POSTPONED SEM] COLON

(B)  HE MUST MOST SOLEMNLY WARN YOU THAT, |F HMG PROCEEDS
WiTH THE HARSH MEASURE OF TAKING THESE MEN UNDER ARREST ON A BRITISH
WARSHIP TO PORT STANLEY, HE, ROS AND THQSE WHO ARE TRYING TO DEAL
WITH US OVER THE FALKLANDS N A MODERATE WAY WILL LOSZ COHTROL CF
EVENTS. QUR HARSH ACTION WILL PRODUCE A HARSH RESPONSE. HEZ
COULD NOT PREDICT WHAT THIS WOULD 3E, NOR COULD HE UNDEATAKE T0
XKEEP |T WITHIN 3QUNDS.

3. ] POINTED QUT THAT THE TROUBLEZ WAS NOT OF QUR SEEXING, THAT
A SUCCESSION QF WARNINGS AND ORDERS HAD BEEM GIVEN TQ THE BUEN
SUCESSQ AND DAVIOQOFF, WHICH HAD BEZN | GNORED AND THAT NOW VYERY
LITTLE TIME REMAINED. COULD THE ARGENTINES FOR INSTANCE, OFFER TO
CROER THE BUEN SUCESO TC GC BACK TO LEITH AMD TAKE THE MEN AWAY,
AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO ACTION BY ENDURANCE? COSTA MENDEZ SAID HE
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. SPECTACULAR REACTION TO A PIECE OF TRIVIAL ANO LCH-LEVEL-
M} SBEHAYIOUR COULD WELL, IN THE GURRENT ATMOSPHERE, 0O LASTING -~ i
DAMAGE TO THE WHOLE STRUCTURE OF QUR FRUITFUL 3|LATERAL RELATICNS, "°0
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i
WOULD ENQUIRE IF THIS CoULD BE A PRACTICAL POSSIBILITY ANOD, IF
SO, WITHIN THE 30UNDS OF SAVING FACE. 3UT DOING SO WOULD TAKE
A LITTLE TIME. HE URGED MOST EARNESTLY THAT, MEANWHILE, ENOURANCE
SHQULO NOT_TAKE-AN? ACTION IN THIS CONTEXT WHICH couLd BE 0BSERVED.
THIS INCIDENT ONLY ILLUSTRATED THE NEED TO GET CN W)TH THE MAIN
NEGOTIATION, COULD IT NOT BE HELD OVER TO BE A FIRST SUBJECT FOR us
THE QUQTE FIRE 381 GADE UNQUOTE TQ OEAL WiTH I8 THE NEGOTIATING

COMM1SS QN7

b, | MUST ADO MY QWM WARNING THAT, AS SEEN FROM HERE, THIS
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