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INFO RUERC/SECSTATE WASEIC IMMEDIATE @200 CHRGE: STA
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E.0. 12065: RDS 1, 3 4/19/12
TAGS: HAIGC (ALEXANDER M., JR.)
SUBJECT: FALKLANDS CRISIS--MESSAGE TO FOREIGN SECRETARY PTM

1. SICRET. ENTIRE TEXT.

2. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING TO FOREIGN SECRETARY IN
RESPONSE TO BIS IATEST MESSAGE (LCNDCN 88484 ).

3. BEGIN TEXT

I CAN AFPRECIATE YOUR DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE
ARGENTINE POSITION. YOUR OFF-THE-RECORD PRESS GUIDANCF
- IS ENTIRELY EFRCPER.

AS YOU KNOW, MY AIM IN BUENCS AIRES WAS TO SQUEEZF
AS MUCH AS I EUMANLY COULD OUT OF THE ARGENT INES
SO THAT YOU AND WE COULD ENOW WHAT WE ARE RFALLY UP
AGAINST. AT NC FOINT DID I TEL THEM TEAT WEAT WAS
DEVELOPED IN BUENOS AIRES WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO YOU.
NOR DIT I ASSCCIAATE THE UNITED STATES IN ANY WAY WITH
THE POSITION FRODUCED. I BAVE NQL YET RECEIVED DIRECT
REPORTS OF THE ARGENTINES PAGREEMENT ™ WITH
US. I LL REFUTE ANY SUCE CTIIPS SWIFTIY 1D
UNEQUIVOCALLY, AS I WARNED THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MIN ISTER
| I WOULL DO.

LIT ME SUGGEST THAT YCU NOW REFLECT ON THE TEXT.
IN IDENTIFTING SPECIFIC AREAS WHERE YOU BELIEVE CHANGES
ARE IMFERATIVE, I SUGGEST YOU WORK UF FORMULATIONS
Oi JOUR OYN. T9IS WILL GIVE US A FRECISF OF WHERE
| AND. IT WOULD EHAVE TEBE ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGE OF
DENYING THE ARGENTINES ANY BASIS YOR SAYING THAT TYEY
AND TEXY ALONE HAVE TAXEN A STEP TCWARD FEACE. NEEDLESS
TO SAY, WITY TYE STAEKES SO GREAT, IT WCULD B® JELPFUL

IF YOU COULL LIMIT YOUR REFORMULATICNS TC THE MINIMUM
ESSENTIAL POINTS.

I PURTHER SUGGEST TYAT YOU AND THE PRIME MINISTER
CONSILIR YOUR CCMING TO WASHINGTON AS SOON AS YOU
9AVE ABRIVED AT A CO%;IQIBID VIEY OF THE TEXT. 1 AGRFE
¥ITE YCU THAT THIS IS NOT THE TIME FOR ME TO COME TO LONDON,
BOT I ALSO BELIEVE TYAT WE NEED 2 TACE-TO-FACE
LISCUSSION, SO THAT I CN CLARIFY FOINTS AND CONVEY MY
FEELING OF ARGENTINE ATTITUDES AND ASPIRAICNS. I
CANNOT REDUCE T WZRITING TEF BITTERNESS, RESENTMENT
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A™ND SENSE OF BISTORIC FRUSTRATION I TNCOUNTERED

W BUTNOS AIRFS. 1 CODLD ALSO GIV® YOU A BETTER

SENSE OF TEE TRADEOFFS WITBIN THE TEXT, IN o
PARTICULAR BETWEEN PROSPECTS FOR SCYTREIGNTY AND THOSE
FOR AN EYPANDED DE FACTO RCLE IN THE INTERIV.

IT YOU AGREE TO MY IDEA THAT YOU COMF TO (?FTbﬂEH“”9-
WASEINGTQ OMMEND YOU NOT ARRIVE AT A DEFINITIVE ,
POSITIC {0VE TRIED TO STAY IN CLOSE_TOUCE WITH TOU DESPITE
IXYCEEDINGLY LONG AND COMFLEX

L1SCUSSIO T2 TEEL ARGENTINES. YOU CERTAINLY

“OULD NOT TAVE POUND IT BELPFUL EAL I SENT EVERI 1
DETAIL IN & CCNSTANTIT MOVING SITUATION IN BUENOS AIRES.

SOULD I ASK YOU TO CORRECT TEE IMFRESSION THAT EAS [\

BEF CRI

BEEN CEEATED BY REPEATEL STATEMENTS QUT OF LONDON TO
TRE EFFECT THAT I EAVE NOT BEEN EEEFING THE PRIME
MINISTTIR INFCRMED?

YOU AND THE PRIFE MINISTER {AVE BEEN VMOST
SENSITIVE AND FRUDENT CN TEHE QUESTION CF AMERICAN
SUFPORT FOR ACTIONS TAKEN AGAINST ARGENTINA.

I DO NOT ENOW IF I CAN EELP AVERT WAR, BUT I AM
CONVINCED TYAT WAR ¥WOULD BECOME INESCAEABLE IF

I LOSE MY CREDIBILITY IN BUENOS AIRES., 1 SEE THAT
T9E BRITISH FRESS AND SOME POLITICAL SFCTORS ARE
BECOMING INCREASINGLY BARSH AND IMEATIENT CONCERNING
T9E US ROLE. ANOTHER ¥ORD FROM YOU OR TYE PRIME
MINISTER ALONG THE LINE TOU HAVE FREVICUSLY TAKEN f
ON THIS DELICATE ISSUE WOULD, I TYINK, BE APPROPRIATE.

AS I AAVE SAID BEFORE, IT IS IMPERATIVE

WAY OF BRINGING THE ARGENTINES TO A FOSITION
SATISPACTORY TC YOU. IT IS EQUALLY IMFORTANT, AS I 1
ZARDLY NEED TC SAY TO 10U, THATE EE CLEAR IN OURMINDS
AND WITY EACH CTHER CONCERNING TH0SE POINTS OF
DISAEEMINT BETWEEN TCU AKD ARGENTINA, INCLUDING ! ,
T9E PRINCIPL®S AT STAKE, TUAT ARE WORTH
TBE TRAGEDY CF ¥WAR.
A4S YOU ZNCW, ARGENTINA EAS ASXED FOR AN OAS
COUNCIL MEETING TO CONVOEE AN ORGAN OF L
CONSULTATION UNDER TEE RIO TREATY,. THE QUESTION
WILL BE CONSIDERED AND, NO DOURT, DECIDED TOMOEROW
MORNING APRIL 20. WE PRCPOSE TO ABSTAIN ON
T9E GROUND TYAT THE RIO TREATY WAS NOT DESIGNED
70 APFLY TO CASES IN WHICH MEMBERS THEMSELVES
TOOK ACTS OF PCRCE, AND IN VIEW OF OUW PEACE
FFFORT. WE DC NCT EXFECT A DATE TC BE SET
POR CONVOKING TEE FOREIGN MINISTFRS AS LONC AS OUR
PELCE EFFORTS CCNTINUE AKD TEERE IS NO MILITARY ACTION.

TEAT
'Yguﬂﬂélﬂzélﬁ,tlLliéﬁj PRESSURE. I SEE NO CTHER

e,

FLEASE GET BACK TC ME SHORTLY ON THE IDEA ’
oF AN EARLY VISIT BY YOU 70 WASHINGTON, HOPEFULLY
00 LATER THAN THURSDAY. SUCE A VISIT WILL AVOID THE
AFFEARANCE OF DIPLOMATIC STALFMATE. WEILE MILITARY
PRESSURES GRCW. IN TEE MEANTIME. LET ME ASSURE YOU, .
A5 THE PRESILENT ASSURED TRE PRIME MINISTER, THAT YOU CAN

TEC CCUNT ON ps . WARM RECARDS ALI1. TTAIC -
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