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SUBJECT: FALFLAND ISLANDS: MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY
TO FOREIGN SECRETARY PYM

1. ¢ - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY
- TO THE FCO FOR FORETGN SECRETARY FYM:

3. BEGIN TEXT:

. DEAR FRANCIS:

Bl

WE BELIEVE THAT YOUR SUCCESS ON SOUTE GEORGIA MAY NOR
GIVE US GRBATER REASON TO HOPE THAT THE ARGENTINES WILL
. REGARD THE PRRSENTLY DRAFTED FRAMEWORK AS A FREFERRED
. ALTERNATIVE TO PURTHER ARMED CONFLICT. IF 'THIS HOPE
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IS NOT MIGPLACED, WE MAY HAVE AN EXTREMELY CRITICAL
OPPORTUNITY -- PERHAPS THE LAST -- BEFORE AN ESCALATION

OF THE FIGHTING TAKES PLACE AND THE SCENARIO CHANGES IN
A WAY WHICH PLUNGES ARGENTINA AND BRITAIN INTO AN ARMED
CONFLICT WHICH -- WHATEVER ITS IMMEDIATE OUTCOME -- WILL
CREATE LONG-TERM INSTABILITY, INSECURITY AND EOSTILITY.

A5 NICKO HAS NO DOUBT TOLD YOU, WE HAVE PROPOSED TO THE
ARGENTINES THAT 1 LEAVE FOR BUENOS AIRES AS SOON AS THAT
CAN BE ARRANGED -- PERHAPS IN THE NEXT PEW HOURS., I WILL,
IN LINE WITH THE PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE OF APRIL 24,
AND YOUR SECOND MESSAGE TODAY, PRESENT QUR IDEAS TO
PRESIDENT GALTIERI AND THE JUNTA. I AM NOT GOING TO
RUENOS AIRES TO NEGOTIATE; RATHER I WILL RE PREPARED

- TO BXPLAIN QUR 1DEAS AND SEEK A PROMPT RESPONSE. NEED-

LESS TO SAY, I WILL NOT REMAIN IN ARGENTINA AN INORDINATE
PERIQD OF TI.HE-

OBVIOUSLY, ALL OF THE ABCVE IS FREDICATED ON THE :
ASSUMPTION THAT THE ARGENTINES AGREE TO RECEIVE ME. IF
THEY DO NOT, WE MUST NEVERTHELESS MAKE AN BFFORT TO
PRESENT QUR IDBAS, IF ONLY TQO MAKE CLEAR THAT THE
ARGENTINES HAD A FAIR PROPOSITION BEFORE THEM WHICH THEY
. CHOSE TO DECLINE. THEREFORE, IF I DO NOT GO TO BUENDS

" AIRES, I WILL INSTRUCT OUR AMBASSADOR THERE TO DELIVER

. OUR TEXT AND ASK POR A PROMPT ARGENTINE RBPLY. THUS,
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WHETHER OR NOT I GO TO BUENOS AIRES, WE SHOULD KNOW
WITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR TWC WHETHER THERE IS REASCN TO
HOPE THAT A SETTLEMENT CAN EE REACHED EEFORE NEW, MORE
INTENSE HOSTILITIES ERUPT.

I WILL OF COURSE STAY IN CLOSEST CONTACT WITH YOU.

WITH WARM PERSONAL REGARDS TO YOU AND PRIME MINISTER
THATCHER, AL. END TEXT.
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