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CABINET

DEFENCE AND OVERSEAS POLICY (OFFICIAL) COMMITTEE
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE SOUTH ATLANTIC AND THE FALKLAND ISLANDS

ARGENTINIANS: VISA POLICY

Note by the Home Office

fe attached note describes the policy, approved by the Home Secretary, adopted on

the issue of visas to Argentinians seeking entry to the United Kingdom.
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A VISA POLICY

(ORTTIIANS

following the Argentine Republic's suspensicniiofi Aol srrit B
&a Abolition

8 sceking

Ag :
to
fo1coHe . Applicati
may be made at any British visa issuing office overseas ppTl‘cabmns
=g it

n 8 April, a viea r.quirement wvas imposed on Aegonti
ntinian

]-eemcﬂt o .
he United Kingdom with effect from noon on 9 Apriy
{or \!iﬁas
pritish Interests Section of the Swics Fabassy at Buenos Aires are accepti
ng

applicﬂtions only in urgent compassionate cases. Posts have instructi
ons

o refer all applications to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (15vD)

5. The following paragraphs summarise the policy on the issue of visas

Jhich has been adopted.

Argentinians Returninmg to the United Kinzdom

e

3, Failing a mariced deterioration in the situation, we are not making things

difficit for individual Argentinians who have existing leave to remain in
the United Kingdom but who have temporarily left the country and now wish to
return. Apart from the fact that many are returning residents or have other
equally close links with the UK, while the presence of others such as work
permit holders iz presumned to benefit the UK economy, to do othexrwvise would
bo inconsistent with our current policy of dealing with applications for
extensionf of stay from Argentinians alresdy in the country under the

Imigration Rules as normal.

e roferred to jnterested departmente

k. Sueh applications when received ar
eferred

88 necessary. Those from Argentinians holding work permits will be r
to the Security Sorvice (at their request). Referral will involve a delay

vhich vil) be kept to the minimume.

> Consistent with this policy the Passport Office is issuing re-entry visas
o Argentinians (after copsultation with the FCO who will clear any doubtf:l)
“PPlications with the Security Service aand the Eome Office where appropriatel.
Rﬁ-entr? vigas will be given for single Journeys onlye-

have leave {o remain here

y e
Rplications from Argentinians who do not already

ration after copyind
The

nside

6. m '
" SHese office for ¢°
will be passed on the Home 1nter03t°d depsrimentse

QB n . I"
®Cessary to the Security Service and othe

coz‘;paﬁﬁiomto
PPlications will be held on file unless there axe strong

/features
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curoB OF other considerations which make it 17 the
ol

e che situati
£ A Unless the situation changee weo Propose to t
ther two weeks or so0; but meanvwhs

f

qotion for 2o
best WAY to handle them if refusal 3is then appropriate

7, Special considorations apply whers an'eppifcaticAliEEabes e gonorat
public interest, for example, visits by prominent sportsmen. Each e
gpplication is being dealt with on ite merits and other departments will

be consulted where eppropriate.  Where necessary Ministers will be

consulted beforc a final decision is teken.

other Considerations

8. The general consideration which lies behind this policy is that

vhile we wish to discourage Argentinians with no previous connection with
this country from coming here we wish to avoid doing anything which might
pronpt the Argentinians to take reprisals against British residents in the
Argentine Republic. Contingency planning is continuing on measures to
require Argentinians in this country to register with the police, to

curtail their leave to remain here, and, in the last resort to expel thea.
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