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MESSAGE FOR PRESIDENT REAGAN FROM THE PRIME MINISTER,
DEAR RON,

THE CABINET CONSIDERED AL HAIG’S CURRENT PROPOSALS ON THE o

FALKLAND |SLANDS FOR THE FIRST TIME THIS MORNING. WE WERE 44
ALL VERY GRATEFUL FOR HIS TIRELESS EFFORTS. A
-

| EXPLAINED TO MY COLLEAGUES THAT AL WAD PUT WIS PROPOSALS ik

TO THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT ONLY ON 27 APRIL= THAT, AS HE
MADE CLEAR TO FRANCIS PYM, HE HAD GIVEN THEM A DEADL INE FOR =
ACCEPTING THE PROPOSALS WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR REJECTING THEM= 4
AND THAT THIS DEADLINE HAD PASSED MORE THAN 24 HOURS AGO WITH A
NO ARGENTINE REPLY,

IN THE CABINET'S VIEW, THE PROPOSALS MUST NOW BE REGARDED
AS HAVING BEEN REJECTED BY THE ARGENTINES, WHO HAVE IGNORED
THE DEADLINE AND PUBLICLY RESTATED THAT THEY ARE NOT PREPARED
TO ALTER THEIR POSITION ON SOVEREIGNTY.

AL MADE CLEAR TO FRANCIS LAST WEEK THAT, IF ARGENTINA DID b5
REJECT THE PROPOSALS, THE U.S WOULD CONSIDER ITS CURRENT PEACE- et
MAKING EFFORTS TO HAVE ENDED AND WOULD FROM THEN ON GIVE FULL

PUBLIC SUPPORT TO BRITAIN, IN THE CABINET’S VIEW, THIS POINT 5
HAS NOW BEEN REACHED., | CANNOT CONCEAL FROM YOU HOW DEEPLY .
LET DOWN | AND MY COLLEAGUES WOULD FEEL IF UNDER THESE :
CIRCUMSTANCES THE U.S WERE NOT NCW TO GIVE US ITS FULL SUPPORT.

YOU WILL REMEMBER THAT WHEN WE SPOKE ON THE TELEPHONE s
ON 17 APRIL, ABOUT THE EARLIER PROPOSALS WHICH AL AND WE WORKED
OUT IN LONDON ON 12 APRIL, YOU TOLD ME THAT IN YOUR VIEW WE
HAD BEEN AS ACCOMMODATING AS WE COULD HAVE BEEN AND IT WOULD
NOT BE REASONABLE TO ASK US TO GO FURTHER, AGAINST THAT ;
BACKGROUND, YOU WILL NOT BE SURPRISED TO KNOW THAT THE CABINET
| ENTAL DIFFICULTIES FROM BRITAIN’S POINT OF VIEW IN
'S LATEST PROPOSALS WHICH WE REGARD ARGENTINA AS HAVING NOW
JECTED. THESE DIFFICULTIES LAY IN_THE ESSENTIAL AREAS WHERE “
FFERRED FROM THE 12 APRIL PROPOSALS
THESE AREAS WHICH FRANCIS DI

HLY WITH AL IN WASHINGTON LAST




=8

National archives UK rm ‘ «C& T H'Q’f (..A..q.n_.t

MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

eV %
v ol

L D(
I;r‘,,

Tuce : 20(124( 2
29 ApL 1982

Dear Ron,

The Cabinet considered Al Haig's current proposals
on the Falkland Islands for the first time this morning.

We were all very grateful for his tireless efforts.

I explained to my colleagues that Al had put his
proposals to the Argentine Government only on 27 April:
that, as he made clear to Francis Pym, he had given them
a deadline for accepting the proposals without amendment
or rejecting them; and that this deadline had passed

more than 24 hours ago with no Argentine reply.

In the Cabinet's view, the proposals must now
be regarded as having been rejected by the Argentines,
who have ignored the deadline and publicly restated that
they are not prepared to alter their position on

sovereignty.

Al made clear to Francis last week that, if Argentina
did reject the proposals, the US would consider its current
peace-making efforts to have ended and would from then on
give full public support to Britain. In the Cabinet's
view, this point has now been reached. I cannot conceal
from you how deeply let down I and my colleagues would feel

if under these circumstances the US were not now to give

us its full support.

/You will
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You will remember that when we spoke on the
telephone on 17 April, about the earlier proposals
which Al and we worked out in London on 12 April,
you told me that in your view we had been as accommodating
as we could have been and it would not be reasonable to
ask us to go further. Against that background, you will
not be surprised to know that the Cabinet saw fundamental
difficulties from Britain's point of view in Al's latest
proposals which we regard Argentina as having now
rejected, These difficulties lay in the essential
areas where the latest proposals differred from the
12 April proposals. It was, of course, just these areas
which Francis discussed so thoroughly with Al in Washington

last week.

One stage in the effort to settle this crisis has
now ended. It seems to me essential that, as we enter
the next stage, the US and Britain should be seen to be
unequivocally on the same side, staunchly upholding those

values on which the Western way of life depends.

Warm personal regards,

Margaret

Sec £
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