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T BREFYIFLD BOT AEFORT
DATED 2= JUL B2

INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS

1. Bopope. This annex considers sepects of the intelligence
made avmilable by CTF (and other scurces) to OTJ, his resulting
mpaamsmanta, intelligence aveilohle to the Commanding Officee of
BHEFFIELD on 4 May and the threat psrception in the ship pricr to
the atteck. It concentrates largely om the air thremt; but
aspecta ol the E.."']'! threat afs plao Felsvmnt.

Chi's Intelligensa Apprecistlon

28 Background. The intelligenos commumity olearly found them-

galves in The ftraditiconal diffiewlty of being aeked to pravide
deteiled informmtion on capabilities, and assessnenle of
intantiopns, on forces which wore not 4 prime intelligence target.

Sane pepacta weare particularly important. These included the
radine of ackisen (WOA) of the Arpestinian SOFER ETENDARD (SIFPER E)
fighterground attack aircraft in the BEXOCET role, mnd the nunber
god operational states of EXOCET misslles and SUPER E/EXOCET
piroroft/missile coabinaticons. B was critically depandant om
whether the Argentinian SUFER Es had an Air-to-Air Refuelling
CARED capibility or pot. The nunber of nissiles known to be
mimilable was amall apd the state of aircraft/nissile combhingtions

waz the subjsct of fregoent intelligesnce updatas.
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S CIG0's hzeescment. In relabion to SUFER E/EXOCET attack,
O3 atates 3] that his assessoont of the threst was that:

PSUFER E/EXCCET attack had been well recognised by all, for sone
days, as the moat potent threat, and (thay were) sgpected to be
gpernting from Scothern Argentinian air bases,™

SHEFFIFLD's Intslligence Aporac iation

G. After aarly withdrawal from Excercise SPRHINGTRAIN an 2 Apr,
JHEFFIELD immedimtely set about studyirg aveilable intelligence
docunents held onboard. Material wee limited, both in quantity
mrd detail; no specific NISDME existed and cansdderable Use wabs
necessarily made of publications euch ne JANE's Fighting GShips
apd Rireraft. HNeverthelsss, the ship made o deternined effort,
intluding reading and studying material writtan akaugk ather
friendly and non=friendly maticns whe posgesssd sinilar militawry
eguipment to Argentina. Two noteworthy exanples are the French
designed and opermted MIRAGE IIT and SUPER E. Brilefings and

discussions were held ooboard for Key perscnnsl.
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A, Ho dogbt arase over the potency of the AMEIS. Also,
EHEFFIELL fully appreciated the similarity betusssn the MIRAGE III |

and SUPER E radars and the care that would be required in 1
tlea=ifying FOH interoepts of the two.

Pprocedures. CI0 also amsessed the thremt prisrities as surfmce,

i
9. During the passage to Ascemsion the TO coocentrated on SAG |
principally MM3 in terns of effectiveness; air and subsurface. !
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Theee apassements much influsanced SHEFFIELD's thinking in the
early days. Neverthelees, CTF's anplifying sigoals ca 26 Anr (1)
and I May (2], whioh updated the SUFER E/ECOCET AAR sapabilities,
nodified the ship'sa spyreciation and the implications wers well
underatood .

0. The Comanding Officer, in evidence, was at peine net ko he
eritical of OTG's thraat sssessment, oor the way eof farto weps
concentrated on BAE proocedures. However, BHEFFIELD folt that
bath pointe were contributery factors to the peseible confusich
that existed owver the placing of SUPER ESEXOCET opttmelk im ke
threat league. FPurthermors, he aleo realised that this corries
nt weight im the argunent oo clossification of the raid on 4 May.
SHEFFIELD wae of the opinion that the subsurface threat was as
greab as the air threat. In short, prewailing water conditions,
coupled with the sophistication of the 209 88K, made it, in hi=
view, & “subsiariners' paradise.

11. In summary, SHEFFIELD had not disnissed the poaslbllity of
an alrvorme EXOCET attack. However, it seems probable that the
intelligence background, as ocutlined abowe, coupled with thelr
experiences of 1 May when they believed the reported SUPER Ea
wera actually MIRAGE I1Ls {aes Annex H) lulled the ship into a
Balief fthat foture raide might well develop alone simdilar linas.
Indeed during the attack, EXXEXNEANEAEXXEXNEEXNEAREOOULRCTN KT

was "quite convinced that it was not an IXOCET attack" and this
was nig wiew until after inpect. YERXAXX) did mot discaver thot it
wae an BIOCET until sam hour later, believing till then that it was
a rocket projectile. In the hot washup of the attack by the
SHEFFIELD tean, the SUPER E attack profile was described nn
"quite unlike thet expected™ (§),
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