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HAARATIVE OF ATTACK

-

1.  Seope. This afmex deacribes operations in the Total
Evalusion Zone (TZZ) from 1 fey &2 up to and including the
pttack on SHEFFIELL.

2+ {m Zaturday 1 Kay, the Task Greup (TC) commenced operations
in the TEZ in an area ceptred goms 50 nm NE of East Palkland
Igland,

3. SHEFFIELD rated the &M threat very highly, and reslised that
conditions much favoured the saall 209 Class Argentimian
mubfarites. The surfase threat, including surface EXOCET (NM2E)
elthoogh potest did not appesr immsdiate. The possibility of low
lewal SUFER E_,u'rEIﬂLTEI' aitack was well wndergtood; tat there waere
reagons why the probability might not te rated very highly (ooe
Annax Q).

4« Om that first day, the ship went to Action Stations {State 1,
Copdition ZULY) on pumercus occasions st Lir Warming YELLOW,
These amircraft were enpaging the Tiig Hawml Ounfire Bupport
elomant inshors sed when they closed XXXXEXAXEXXXX gope wers
paccessfully acguired by SHESFIELDMa 90%s. State 1 was achieved
in § minutes amd Condition ZULAT in & to O minutes, all of which
whs in Keeping with previtus practioes. Hecomsa the dey'e
cyperienoe proved Shat rodar detection reanges of 160 pa wers
achieved op ATgeshtinisas eircraft, it woe desided that Aotion
Stations weuld mubsequently be piped at Adir Warming RED,

Ge CHEFFIELD was dogged Wy what she (and others] regarded as
falge alarmes én 1 Hay. In particuler, SHESFIELD believed that
HIRAGE Illa were being misidentified Ty UAA! am EUFER Be becaiss
af the alpcst conplets sinilasity betws=en thes radar paramsters of
the twa aircraft. There wore noe raids ap the offshore elemente of
the 70, Howswver Chaff DELTA was Cired ob several occhsions by
other ahips apd one redused patiern (4 x K4) b SHEFFIELD,

Gy  After pn umeventfol mnight; the ship wemt to Action Staticns
cnt Junday & FHay anticipaling retaliatery air raids of the T8 in
light of the heawy Argentinien pir losses [five airoraft} the day
hefora owver the Felkland Islandg. ¥othing sneued.

Te The & snd 3 Moy weprse quiel and the ghip settled into a
rautine. The T0 maiciainsd its air defsnce pogture sagiward of she
Ielpnde, working from Horth—Eagt, through Eagt to Bouth-Baet.
Fhipes refusllad by oight, often in unpleassnt snd spometines
exbrone weathbsr conditicns. During thic pecisd, PLYMIFTH acd
HATLLIAKT rejoined from Scuth deorgio and the T detected mome
alrcralt ob redar and l4entified them as Argermtinlsn by EE.

Py hogtile Jombat dir Fatroles were detected over the Iglands.

iy Throughout theas two daye. Alr Werming YELLOW rempained in
fores and ne threataning alreralt cans within 200 nR af the FrouLn.
The weather wenk froe ons exctremse 4o the oths=r and a pattero
developed; conditions were gither heavy meen with good, alear
Tizibility, 9 calm zesp and fog with weibllity down to 100 yerds.
IT it was fogor over the Falkipnd Islande, it wms often olesr ot
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F« On the morning of Toepdsy 4 May sunrise ecourred at
approximately 11322 and the group emerged from for into an
unugnally calm sea with vielbility of T = 40 nm, By that
aftermoon the T0 was abowt 40 = 50 on South-Esst of the Telands.
The base course was 250 and the AAW Axis 230, The thraes Tyrpe
Afe pooupied Air defence stations some 18 nm up threat of the Maip |
Dadyp HEXFFIELD was 45 laft of the AAW Aximj OLASOOW gn the axig |
approximately 340 = 13 from SHEFFIELD; and COVENTRY 45 right !
¢f the arig, approximately 010 — 27 frop SHEFFIEND. (Ses Asnex J
fppendix 2).

e The weather had become fair and cool. The wind wna Westerly
st 12 kmots and the sen oalm Tut with a tws metrs ewall. -
Tigibility was about 7 om. Hadar comditions were umupugl;

anaprop wae evident on E/F Bond, pome very long range ESK
intercepis wers being achieved, and many surious redar echoes were
appearing on displaye, often gemersting convinoing tracks. Sonar
oopditions were awfuly tat SAEFFIELIMe sonar was active and o full
S0 orew was clomed U

THe EENENN NN NN NNy NN NN NN NN TN Tha J0WFLAK
includad sm HP Link 10 elrouit I:_'Ill'h:.-l:lllr Wy all sccounbe, was
working well), HF Intership RATT, and AAWS HF and AAND P,

2. At 1200F the Jtarboard Dafence Hatch closed up with Bormal

qtagmering of key positions to minimigs digruptien. The ship was
raming on two Tynes with both Olympus at standby (two mdinutes |
notice), and was in State 2 Condition YANKES, There wers no WE .

OPLEFa extant which limited cperational or tactical opticns (aze
Emex F). Bowever, there are geveral isdicetions of poor GO
performance (1), including the fact that SVEPFIELD did mot kold
latd an 992, Inportant WE OFDEFs were cubtctonding om M2 Diessl
Generator and KOVEMEER Hull and Fire Pump (sec Armex Fl.

13« EBarly into the now witch, the XUN¥Y Wrosdcast s SITREP
confirming Alr Werning TELLOW with no knowh hostile air activity
withdm 200 mm of the TG. OCapiain SALP wiedted the Ops Foom at
pbout 12452 to update himgelf; and thes returned to LEE TR 3 1Ry
¥here ha remaiped until nismile impact.

14 &t apiroximat ely 123400, the oo—=entcoh oo ENEENTENRTNR N
KXNEXNXXRXAREXS, loft the Ope Reom and procesdsd to the Bridee 1o
ohook the oloudbess, CRKEKCOCCOUUUOUUUUUD OO NN O RN N0

RN EYNYNNY

15» The subgequent sequence ¢f evekta as far ns can be deternited,
is grven in the form of & farrative. The order im probably
cgrrect. and is more importamt for analyeis than precise timding.

Tha times used represant the best fit fron a comgiderable amouns
of swvidence. Thers are twe accurate sourcesy CLASOOW's UAA1
Backroll (oee ippendix 1) and the privets tape of AXXNNKENENCEY
CAXEAXAXREREAXAXXEAXCAANAXCCCEAAXLARAEIAALD (g mvg kppamiix 2},
The tima of impact, 14032, ic belioved acmirzte to = 1 mimgte.

(1) CLASIOW'e WM 0620407 RAY H2,
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SHEFFIELD mtartg attempiing to access the gatallite
with S00T tranmsismions. Access oot sohieved -
attampis continoe,

« Thars is ™o record at RAF
or QOECEN Wrdtabksll of o

macgapsfil access. The S00T Qparmtor
had coecagionally bod di #ficolties
in gatallite scoazh.

LHELHER RS HER R HER L ES R RS 61 T 10 Bridge.

OLASGEON intercepis 3 sweeps AGAVE radar (SUPER b
hearing 245.

SOWFERT. Timng wes Talien From GLASODE
Tak1 beckroll (ges Apcemdiz 1), KXXX
EAEESRES RS A bR R R R

RN R N KR AN N N AR

RN RN AN NN RN NN NS i

AENEENSENEE NN

OLASCOYW ealls MAGAYVE 245 COUNDOR 2&5" on BAWCG TR
and P, Thiz wes heard in SIEFFIELT s “OOHDOE
225" gr juet MOOTHAEN,

COBMEIT!, AGAVE radar, fitted im the
AN capable SIPER 5, had the nicknons
COFDOR &t the time. SHEFFIELD was not
ganrding KRG HF.

CLASCON intercapts a further 2 sweeps of ADAVE
bearing 245 (mas dppendiz 1).

EDMMENT, PFreclss timing.
|
GLASOON detesie twe close bub digtinot 965 contacis |
edll = 40 glosing,

CLASROW ackieven ACAVE locked—on interoept
{ Bae Appemdix ).

ONMHEET. Precips timinc.
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Event

1353 L58

100 Q8

1400 238

1407 45s

1401 3o

1401 408

o1 458

1431 %58

{2) THVINGIBLE's AMA/19F/Z54 209502 JUR L2,

GLASGDYY detoots two contaete on 992 and salla
"Two low bogien — SW 35 miles™. Ldiroraft hesding
o70/080.

COMMENT. Heprd in SHEFFIELL ae
LIWC 1P,

CLASCOW reloaged Hostile Rireraf™t (HA) treck ta
Lime 10 oalling =™OWNEX".

MOMEENT, Time satimatads Some
copflicting evidepce o mamber of
tradig, bot beliswed to be only cne.
Reoelved by SHEFFIELD, OOVENTEY and
INVINOIELE. (2)

CLASCOW pipes AOTION STATIONS.
COMMIERIT. FProm privete Sape
transcript. Timing believed
aomurete. (Ses Appendix 2).

CLA3GCHW repeats AOTTON STATIONS.

The spnendix £.

Bogtile fdzoraft turn te atarbeard towards SHEFFLELIL

QOMMENT. Daght gapgs of tine.
Amcometroction allews FPER X on

gl sady covrsa for 20 oecofids before
firing. (10 seconds ig ninimum
reqaiTed), Turn obearved in Ope
Foom of GLASGOW and 3CEFFLELL.

KARKEXNEIXENNEANNANN KA KARRARNEN. pipee MK
Rasm".

COMMERT. This was the lost maln
resdcast pipe nade. Heard By noeh
of the hip's fompamy, many of whom
reasted ae L it wwre e warning pips.

= Upa

HKEAKAARAAXAAKARENANNANNANKNANEANE ordern STAND 20.

CAHERT . 9098, Eeadart Quariars and
4.5 E:Inl:l to guickly. REEIKEXNEEONKY
AEXANAKAN KN AR AR AN NN NN
ENELAKLS

froraft indicpted to SHEFFTELD Ped S09.

COMMENZ. Target at sboot CAEEN 40,
rt mat indicated to AL 509. Target
cromaing into APt P09 Ilind Arss.
Acquigltion ot achiewved.
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1402 02

1408 Ofs

1402 10

1402 e

Woe 15e

e Ie

102 A0s
1402 4%

1402 Slw

1gike Som

Syent
Firgt EIOCET laanched.

Y [ORET. Baliewed socursta within
+ 10 seconds relative So timg of
1AmparS.

CLASGON fires Chafd DELTA.
Zpp dppondix 2.

Second ENDJET fired. On octopletion airoraft join
ar o cloge pelr and turn Souths )

SHEFFTELT wiXX: arriwes in 8pe Aoon.

GIMEENT. Thip timing i of
congidernbles significance,; as Tiring
¢f Chaff DEETL by xxisxwmould bawe
been too late, Ramy witnesass put
this tima sush later &t wdthin §5 ar
12 pacomds of migeile impact.

SHEFFIELD Brides vigusl sighting of missile smoka.
EEANAREANKRRR AR ARXANEy raparta ®Two contacte
trailing gnoke 297" to Ops Rooms

OMNENT,. Hhat was medo ip ocngigbamt
with She peavy smoke of twe EIGGET
bedste, the 4rails being formed
during initial acecel eration and the
gatart of the pustainer WA

SHEFFIELD = ReepetMo-Indicate aircraft to Pwd 500,

OOMEENT . Tim= approripats. This
oay have coourred more than ance.

SHEFFIELD CAXKANXANAAXXAKAANAY arrives in Ops BEooo

SHEFFIELD 3007 strangled.
showe lociad—on radar,

A1 Bituation Display

M* Mrmw baliewvel aoourata
in Felation %o nissils LEHAGE.

Firat migeile body visuel from SHEFFIHALD Bridge.

COMETT. Visnal descripiions wery
somplete. In addltlon ToOXKEXEKXINXAEXE

EXNXAKEAKEX KRN RN KARKNN NN pyid LR
migsile from the Bridge.

Leoked—on radar etrobed By VAAT dparstor.
Paramaters secn shich Were subooquestly recognised
ag EXOCET (4 13).

CORMENT,. REXE gagw ECCET Hedd locke-an
maranaiars and wee in the proocese

af lesling Thes up «hen the pigalls
sy,
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Lipendicess
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Firat EXCCET impach.

Second EXDOET gplaghes approxinataly 4 mile on
SREFFIELI*a ozt Dedd. i

CUMMENT. Onmly one withasa, wha beth
beard and saw an "pxplosion in the ges™
That it wza an EXOCET is by no nesns
conal wat e,

COVENITY gaing £ awesps on 992 of aircrafi iz
siarboard furn G miles South of SHEFFIELD (opaning).

COMMINT. Fossibly the clope pair of
RitAcE airfaoraft deparding after
sighting miamile impact.
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LASE0H WOONXEXNXXKY XY XXX PRTTATE TAPE

1. Skertly tefore 14002 oo 4 Namy, FXXXEXEXAAXEXKXREXEKEANENENwng

recerding & private cpssetie tape to his wifes He is heard tallking om ths .-
imlephone to NAXEANNAXNIRXXEXNXNIREANXANXARXXEANK During hie conversation,
he giates that the "LYNE will go to ALERT 1% at 1400Z, which iz in 1 mimmte Sl
arsl 2% gsconde time". Thie fime cheak has been used ae & datum for his

gubmequent remarks and activities and svemts in GLASGOW.

TINE (L) e
1353 AXNANENNANAARAL teling 4o KXKXAKAR »n tha telephome. 5750 Td«
e

1356 358 Bemerl "GLASDOW LYNK to ALERT 15 in 1 mimute and T

{Datun time] 25 geconde®.

1400 ANDANANERENEREAN changing imto flying clothings "'-_«.",5'__.",:!.'-
talking to wife. SITTR

1400 23m TLASDOW pipes Aciion Stations.

. 2500 48a OLAZOOW repeats Astion Stations.

1402 OT. Ohaff IELTA {full pattern) fired.

1402 1Ta IO NN YN N Y Nspaculative renicks EbE,l_ = al
"JOPEE Bs broloan through's Ly

1404 Wm Moving aft {doors/hatehesfeto)

1405 Ws EXXXNEENKANNANKANATTAves 10 hangars At el I L)
Gives ingtructions %o the Flight. ALy

1407 ENAKXRKXAXNAEXNYE gives Main Eropdoagt SITHEF: Sl Sie
mPyo aireraft have clooed the Foroe seeeess™s Tegty o

-

1407 308 CIEXEXNNKNXEAKEY reperts "LYNI at ALERT 15" e g

ta . "'-"F"; Al
‘::LIH

= =1



