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coNsinERATIoNs TNVOLVED iN ABANDQNING SHIP

60, - In maklng the d90151on to -abandon: ship the Cémmandlng Offléﬁﬂ
took 1nto accoufit the followlng factors at the time:-

A. The state of the ship was as fqllows:,(Flg_ﬂ)

(1) Tgere ‘were’ major fires in Fwd AMR and Fwd ER.
'(ii) There were major fires in the Offlcer 8 Cabln Flat
F o and. Brldge structure. .
(iii) There was a known fire ‘in the area of the Englneer 8
, ‘Workshop and hot screens .in the v101n1ty of Wardroom
g ‘and Chief ‘Petty Officer's Mess. ..
‘Civ) Considerable heat on 1 deck. waist decks both 51des
: as far back as Mike Cross passage (Starboard worse .
than Port) 1ndlcated substantlal fires on 2 Deck
- passageways.
(v) - Mike/November 2 deck doors were: very hot - with flres
: at least as far back as MCR/HQ1 area. - -
- (vi) 'Thick dense smoke from bilge to bridge between Golf .
' and Mike. Sections 1nc1u51ve with the exceptlon of the
.- _ After ER and AMR.. -
. (vii) Paint blistering on the Forecastle deck Just Fwd
. . of Forescreen-indication that the flre was 1 sectlon
'701ear of Seadart Magazlne at best, : : :

‘3_-3{ <The heat from the fire was 1ncrea51ng and the extent was' o
S -escalatlng even w1th the a551stance of ARROW and YARMOUTH

'7 fC1 QBoth escorts were recelv1ng appreclable phy81cal damage as-f
. :‘they lay alongside, ~“ARROW. much more ‘so than YARMOUTH Butjj
nstructural extent. not. known. '

ff D.- There ‘was -a, declared enemy submarxne actlon in our 1mmedlate
i rvlclnlty in progress whilst SHEFFIELD wag’ buylng up a &
- ‘escorts and -2 number . of- Hellcopters. ‘

"f: E. =The stage was: well passed ‘where the Bhlp could be made
Lo Be "flght" agaln without maaor dockyard 35313tance. .

ZF.',We ‘had no - shlp 5 flremaln, under the clreumstances no.
-~ prospect’ of achiev1ng any and éven with the a551atance of
. ARBROW and YARMOUTH we were making.no progress on any. form
{i-of re-entry. . The Seadart Magazine and 4.5": shell magazine-
'~were therefore con31dered serious’ threats to saiety -of 1118.

‘Acﬁordingly at ﬂ830 approximately on- 4th May, Ehe Commandl Offiger. ¥

gave -the.order to abandon ship. ARROW remained- along31de whilst “the...

majority of :Ship's company boarded her without injury. Enly'a handfull
.went by halicopter to YARMOUTH (plus & few. by Geminl) ‘and - the. :

remainder were ‘transferred by hellcopter tq HERMES Total survivor 3
;ﬂumbers were ‘as follows'-g : : GES

“HMS. ARROW ~;7\225'~3§fl~
“HMS ‘HERMES :'3,555:,
HHS YARMQUTH ﬁ6~‘ g el | =y
HMS ARROH deserves sPeclal mentlan for her excellent a531stance.not__

only in renderlng flreflghtlng ald‘but also in her recovery and
‘subsequent care - of surv1vors. 5 _
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