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 ABGENTINE INPORMATION ON THE TASK FORCE POSITION

Te The Argentines must have had some idea of the position of the

Task Force before launching their attack. Howewer, the Task Force

did not detect any long range airborne radars prior to the attack and

no unidentified aireraft were within 200 miles of the force. Other
possible Argentine sources of information are H.F.D.F., shore radars:

on the Falklands, or data passed by a Submarine in the area. It is
“considered that all these are likely. :During the forencon of the

4th May the Force detected a shore radar from the Port Stanley area

and it seems highly likely that the general &area of operations of the
Task Force could have been known by those in the Falklands. After.
BHEFFIELD was hit there wepe reports from other ships (YARMOUTH and S35,
ARROW) of torpedoes in the water, additionally XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXTEPOTts SLo,
seeing "Twe straight lines of what looked like biubbles go past our = Sty
stern ome after the other at about 20-30 feet away". These reports
support the argument that there was a submarine in the area, XXXXXXXXXX
IR0 0 00000065 7v00000000060000800000s.00000000000000000008000600008008996590000601 Sa23
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX REXXXXXXAXXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XX XXX XXX XXX XXX XK XXX XXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX - - ‘ : v, v % :

2+ - Super Etendard update of target position It is clear from the
-range o e’ 1 etection of the Super Etendards that

they made a low level approach. They did not appear to use their . n o
radars until the final stages, but they may have been in possession of .
bearing if not positional ‘information of the Task Force. As the . :
Task Force was using a totally overt poature.it is possible that the
aircraft were flying down an ESM bearing, keeping at the bottom of the
-radar horizon. This view is. supported by the fact that their final
CONDOR transmission was when the aircraft were between 15 and 20 miles °
from BHEFFIELD (well inside the maximum range of their missile and much
-later than must have.been planned) which in turn suggests that their

information é{l, range to the"_,'targetwwe‘;s very scanty.

36 ',T‘Undotibtedlj? the Super Etendards flight profile to launch was ;
well executed and gave the minimum chance of detection donsistent

with achieving a successful attack.



