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SECRET

DESKBY 8111832

FM TRIPOLI @11485Z JUNE 82

TO |%MEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 158 OF 1 JUNE

MY TELNO 157: LIBYA/ARGENTINA

i, A BRITISH PILOT WITNESSED ON 31 MAY THE ARRIVAL OF A BOEING

787 AIRLINER IN CIVIL LIVERY, CALL §IGN ARGENT INA 1424, AT
TRIPOL) AIRPORT. HE THEN SAW 1T PARK IN THE MILITARY AREA.

0. THE PILOT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD BY A SWED|SH SOURCE THAT

THE AIRCRAFT LOADED 408 ERM MISSILES. HE DESCRIBED THE SWEDE
AS A MISSILE EXPERT E'PLOYED BY THE LIBYAN AJR FORCE TO TRAIN
LIBYANS ON THE ERM WHICH HE ASSUMED TO SE A SWEDISH MISSILE. THE
SWEDE HAD TOLD HIM THAT THE MISSILE WAS A QUOTE MIN| EXOCET UNQUOTE
WITH A DIAMETER OF 23 CENTIMETRES. THE SWEDE WHO WAS DESCRIBED AS
PRO-3RITISH AND MUCH CONCERNED THAT THE LEAK SHOULD NOT BE TRACED
70 HIM, WAS CALLED TO THE AIRPORT AFTER DARK TO ASSIST IN THE
LOAD| NG. e

3. | HAVE HAD A SIMILAR, THOUGH EXP ANDED, REPORT FROY MY GERMAN
COLLEAGUE. ALTHOUGH HE WOULD NOT REVEAL MI1S SOURCE | BELIEVE
IT TO HAVE BEEN THE SAYE SWEDE. ACCORDING TO THE GERMAN TWO
#_
AIRCRAFT CAME YESTERDAY AND LOADED 484 GSS!C)RM M15SILES. THE
GERMAN'S SOURCE HAD TOLD HIM THAT THESE MISSILES ARE MANUFACTURED
IN LIBYA AT A FACTORY BUILT BY A SWEDISH COYPANY FOR THE “ILITARY
L =S e T
INDUSTRTAL OFFICE AT AIN ZAHRA, 3@K™ SOUTH EAST OF TRIPOLI. THE
AREA |S SEALED OFF AND THERE IS PARTICULAR CARE TO KEEP SOVIET
NAT)ONALS AWAY.

4. THE GERMAN SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT THE MISSILE HAD A

RANGE OF 25&& WAS ESSENTIALLY A SURFACE TO SURFACE MISSILE
WHICH COULD *’Al ITSELF*’. BUT IT COULD BE CARRIED BY AIRCRAFT
AND WAS SUITABLE FOR ONE OF THE TYPES OF AIRCRAFT IN THE ARGENTINE
AIR FORCE. T COULD ALSO BE ADAPTED TO HELICOPTERS.

5., ACCORDING TO THE GERYAN THE MISSILE 15 GOOD TECHNICALLY WITH

A CLAIMED SUCCESS RATE OF 2@ PER CENT. ITS ONLY PROBLEM IS
SAID TO BE THAT WHEN TRAVELLING CLOSE TO THE SEA REFLECTED LIGHT
CAN AFFECT ITS ACCURACY. b
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6« THE GERMAN SEEMED TO BE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT ALTHOUGH
THE SWEDISH FIRM HAD CONSTRUCTED THE FACTORY, THE MISSILE

PARTS WERE OBTAINED FROM VARIOUS SOURCES AND THE END PRODUCT
ASSEBLED HERE.

7« | CAN TRACE NO REFERENCE IN “Y OUTDATED JANE’S AND APOLOGI|SE

FOR THE AMATEUR DESCRIPTION OF MISSILE DETAILS. | REPORT THEM
AS DESCRIBED TO ME,

BURTON
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