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Margaret Thatcher Foundation rm ANNEX V

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS - DINNER

You have accepted an invitation to dinner (informal) by the Association
of American Correspondents at Brown's Hotel tomorrow evening - 7.30 for

8.15pm.

Could I remind you first of part of my minute to you over the weekend?

Your hostess is Bonnie Angelo (Time) President of the Association. She
will receive you along with Bill Milldyke, London Bureau Chief of the ABC
network.

After drinks in the Roosevelt Room the party will move down to the
Clarendon Room for dinner.

About 70 members will attend - a full house - and tickets have had to
be rationed to 10 per organisation.

Organisations represented will be:

Agencies - AP and UPI

v - ABC, CBS, NBC, UP ITN.

Radio - RKO, Voice of America, National Public Radio.

Magazines - Business Week, Journal of Commerce, Newsweek,
Time Life, US News & World Report, Readers
Digest.

Newspapers - Baltimore Sun, Chicago Tribune, Christian

Science Monitor, Los Angeles Times, Newsworld,
New York Times, Newsday, Toledo Blade, Wall
Street Journal, Washington Post.

You will recall that you have addressed the Association once before
during your Premiership - in your first year. That attracted an enthusiastic
response.

This group is by far the most valuable I meet regularly. They are both
courteous and perceptive and we have an excellent relationship with them.

This dinner was conceived in March as an unattibutable pre-Reagan
briefing. It will give you an opportunity to fill them in, not merely on
the Falklands, but also on the State of the Alliance, Anglo/US relations
the forthcoming Economic and Nato Summits and your views on the UK economy
and the state of the world.
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In the course of the afternoon you will have given Len Downie,
Washington Post, an on-the-record interview and next week you hope to
give the US television networks some of your time. This dinner was
conceived as an unattributable occasion to minimise your preparation.
But you are in the business of getting over your point of view in the
USA. You could sharpen this by saying a few opening remarks on-the-record

(which I am sure would be appreciated) taking the subsequent Q&A session
unattfibutably.

You may care to consider whether you would like to go on-the-record with
your opening remarks. If so, I should alert your hostess.

So far as opening remarks are concerned I would suggest the following
structure:

1. We meet approaching c¢limax to Falklands campaign; regret military
action necessary; but aggression must not be rewarded; world will
thank us for responsibility we are shouldering.

2. No quarrel with Latin-America or Argentine people; infinitely sad
Argentine people pushed into ill-judged adventure, but inconceivable
that democratic Falklanders could be handed over to live under
unpleasant dictatorship.

3. We shall face the future need to safeguard the Islanders and to
develop good relations with Latin-America (which has many border
reasons for not wishing Argentine to succeed) with same resolution
as we faced need to remove invader.

4., We seek peace and prosperity; not war.

5. While preoccupied with Falklands let us not lose sight of economic
progress at home; the developing co-operation, in spite of hiccups,
between our friends and neighbours (almost on eve of first of
second cycle of Economic Summits, and Nato Summit);

6, Visit of President Reagan to Europe and more particularly to UK to
cement our close relations;

7. Greatly welcome President Reagan to our shores; look forward to
working with him in the years ahead and winning through together.
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The questions will range widely for the Association is a diverse and

alive group.

On the Falklands their preoccupation will be with where we go next and

the damage being done within the American hemisphere.

On:the UK economy, whether you have time to get it right.

On UK politics whether the Falklands will have a lasting effect on
electoral attitudes? Whither the Labour Party and SDP? Will you win a

second term?

On Summitry what are you going to tell President Reagan about his

deficit/interest rates?

On EC, how sore are you with your colleagues who did not tell you they
were going to rat? What are the prospects for improving the atmosphere?

On East-West relations, prospects for arms reduction talks; resolution

of difficulties over trade with Soviets?

Domestically, how do you assess your nrogress over 3 years? How

worried are you about a new round of riots? Can vou possibly contemplate
winning with 3m unemployed and less than 2 years to go?
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