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CONFIDERTIAL
W F C 0 0512152 JUKE 82
FLASH BRASILIA
@ c_ccraM NUMBER 169 OF 5 JUNE
INFO FLASH UKDEL VERSAILLES { FOR SECRETARY OF STATE’S PARTY),
MODUK AIR (SIC ISF),
INFO IMMEDIATE WASHINGTOR

MY TELNO 166: VYULCAM DIVERS{ON,

1. ACLAND SUMMONED THE BRAZILIAN AMBASSADOR THIS MORNING AMD ASKED
THAT THE BRAZIL{ARS SHOULD STAND BY THEIR EARLIER DECISION TO

LET THE VULCAK FLY OUT. WHATEVER THE LEGAL NKICETIES, THIS WAS

A POLITIGAL ISSUE TO WHICH THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE SECRETARY

OF STATE ATTACHED VERY GREAT IMPORTANCE, WE WANTED TO MAINTAIN
FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH 3RAZIL, WHICH WE RECOGNISED AS MUCH
THE MOST IFPORTANT COUNTRY IN THE AREA. AT THE VERY LEAST, WE
LOOKED FOR BRAZILIAN EVEN-HANDEDMESS. WE DID KOT UNDERSTAND HOW
THEY COULD INSIST ON HOLDING ON TO THE VULCAN WHILE CONTINUING

TO PERMIT SUPPLIES OF WAR MATERIAL FOR ARGENTINA TO BE FLOWN
THROUGH RECIFE FROM LIBYA,

- —— -

2, CAMPOS SAID HE HAD O FIRM JHSTRUCTIONS AND WOULD CONVEY

THIS REQUEST TO HIS GOVERNRENT., HIS LATEST INFORMATION WAS

THAT THE MINISTRY OF THE AIR HAD DECIDED O THE BASIS OF ITS OWN

LEGAL OPIRION TO RELEASE THE PLANE UNARMED. THE ARGENTINES HAD
TESTED THAT THIS WOULD BE AGAINST BOTH THE 1923 HAGUE RULES,

" WHICH REQUIRED THE INTERRMENT OF PLANES WHICH HAD STRAYED INTO
NEUTRAL TERRITORY, AKD AGAINST THE PASSAGE IH THE RECENT R10 TREATY
RESOLUTION WHICH REQUIRED BRAZIL NOT TO TAKE ANY ACTION TO OBSTRUCT
ASSISTANCE TO ARGEWTINA, THE GOVERHMENT HAD SOUGHT A LEGAL OPINION
ON THE ARGENTINE NOTES FROM BOTH THE MINISTRY OF THE AIR AND FROH
THE MIKISTRY OF FORE{GH AFFAIRS, HO FINAL DECISION HAD BEEN TAKEN,
BRAZIL WANTED TO MAINTAIN FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH THE UK ARD TO
REMAIN AS EVEN-HANDED AS WAS POSSIBLE IN THE CIRCUMSTANGCES OF
CONFLICT BETWEEN THE UX AHD A BROTHER LATIR AMER!ICAN NEJGHBOUR,
WHOSE CLAIM ON THE FALKLAND }SLANDS BRAZIL SUPPORTED.

3, CAMPOS ASKED FOR OUR EVIDENCE FOR THE TRANSIT OF WAR SUPPLIES
THROUGH RECIFE. HE YAS TOLD THAT WE HAD SEEN A HUMBER OF BRAZILJAN
PRESS REPORTS WHICH COINCIDED WITH OUR OvN |XFORHATION. WE WERE
SURPRISED THAT BRAZIL KEPT SUCH CLOSE COMPANY %)TH THE PRESENT
LIBYAX REGIME, CAMPDS SAID THAT HE WAS NOT INFORMED OF THIS, BUT
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3, CAMPOS ASKED FOR OUR EVIDENCE FOR THE TRANSIT OF WAR SUPPLIES
THRCOUGH RECIFE. HE ¥WAS TOLD THAT WE HAD SEEN A NHUMBER OF BRAZILIAN
PRESS REPORTS WHICHK COINCIDED wWITH OUR OvN INFORMATION. YE WERE
SURPRISED THAT BRAZIL KEPT SUCH CLOSE COMPAHY %ITH THE PRESELT
LIBYAR REGIME., CAMPOS SAID THAT KE WAS WOT INFORMED OF THIS, =UT
COULD THINK OF NO LEGAL BASIS ON WHICH SUCH TRAKSIT FLIGHTS COULD
BE STOPPED. |

4, ACLAKD CONCLUDED BY STRESSING THE YERY GREAT SERIOUSMESS WITH
wWHICH WE RESARDED TH{S EPISODE AND OUR VERY XEEHK AND GENUJHELY
HELD DESIRE, REAFFIRMED IH THE PRIME MINISTER?S {ANTERVIEWS

THIS WEEK, FOR CLOSE ARD FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH BRAZIL AND LATIH
AMERICA AS A WHOLE,
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