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! SALXLANDS: GURKHAS

1. WE HAYE NO (REPEAT NG) EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT CLAIYS N THE

INDIAN PRESS THAT THERE ARE STRONG FEELINGS IN NEPAL ABOUT SURKHA
INVOLVE-ENT IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. THE LINE TAKEN BY OFFICIALS

AND AR™Y OFFICERS REMAINS R03UST. AT SOME STAGE IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL
IF WE SENT A VESSAGE CF APPRECIATION TO THE NSPALESE GOVEARNY 1ENT, BUT
| SHOULD LIKE TQO CONSIDER THIS FURTHER IN THE LIGHT OF MILITARY
DEVELCPYENTS |IN THE FALKLANDS, IN PARTICULAR THE INVOLVEVENT OF
GURKHAS IN COvBAT.

2. IN THE MEANTIME, THE MOST USEFUL “EANS OF “AINTAINING THE
PRESENT HELPFUL NEPALESE ATTITUDE IS BY INFORMING OFFICIALS AS FULLY
AS POSSIBLE ABOUT WHAT IS GOING ON. | AY AFRAID THAT YOUR TELEGRAM
NUMBER 60 4AS NOT VERY HELPFUL IN THIS RESPECT. IT HAS BEEN PUBLIC
KNOWLEDGE FOR SCYE TIME THAT THE GURKHAS HAVE LANDED ON EAST
FALKLAND. MY AMERICAN COLLEAGUE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD HEARD THIS FROM
WASHINGTCN ABOUT A WEEK AGC. THE B3C wORLD SERVIGE ON 7 JUNE

STATED THAT 67 ARGENTINE TRCOPS HAD BEEN KILLED DURING CLASHES W1TH
ROYAL MARINES AND GUR ) : NG THE LAST 5 DAYS. | AR
30UND T2 3E QUESTIONED BY THE NEPALESE ABOUT THIS. | MUST THEREFORE
REPEAT THE REQUEST | HAVE “ADE ON A NUMBER OF PREVIOUS OCCASIONS

(MY TELEGRAMS NOS 43, 59, 62, 66 AND 77) THAT AN EFFORT SHOULD BE
JADE TO TAKE THE NEPALESE INTO OUR CONFIDENCE.
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