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Our Alliance has existed for 33 years.

' EurOpe hus 11ved since 1ts formatlon through the 1onéest
| perlod of peace B ok any of us here has R ?

known. It is a success because
2 ‘we belieye;passionately in the gélggg ﬁe. o

- share and

S b . e e e s o g 8

- we are ready to pay for defences strong

'qnough to deter'those who threatén fhem.
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Let us beware-complacency ~ eternal vigilance is
surely a small prlce to pay for our freedom. 1

~its 1oss may prave 1rredeemable.

lIn fecgnt weeks we in Bfitain have:hadlreason ES be
reminded of how much_tfué Allies are'worth. i
1 .we have greatly apprec1ated the SUpport we .._ i
have received over the Falklands. ' ;
_“WBIrealiée that in giving this our ﬁorth'imérican

- and our European allies have had dlfflcult ch01ces _ i

to ma.kE‘. *’<
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. The purposes and principles.curlﬂliiance defends may not
change ‘but we must adaust the practlcal .

- requlrements to changlng c1rcumstances.

we are all only too well aware of the steep and

- s e e

';1nexorab1e rlse 1n the cost of malntalnlng
it sound defences. '
" The United Klngdom attaches great 1mportance
%o the NATO goal of %% annual real 1ncreases
lln defence spending and has budgeted to

implement the target in full up tc_ﬁ985/6.

Nonetheless, we and all our Allies ¢have found that the
' rise in the cost of defence equlpment outstrips
even thls increase, | '

And this rapld rise lﬁﬁﬁfﬂﬁf'f;fgj@jc;,a:?x
,,%f comes at a tlme when the Sov1et

-
LT

N e

; LD b e LR e Unlcn has been 1ntrodu01ng dramatlc - &

~improvements in the quality of 1ts armed
"\ forces, and during a period of particular

economic difficulty for the West.

-5 The implications of
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our defences w1ll be eroded

w111hbe“obllged.to

that_they caﬁ nb
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If we are to malntaln our

Nust'a weapons system always be re
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< It may be-that there are'élso SOme cperatlonal S
tasksiwhlch some'members ofuiha A111énce can -:If
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JBut the anéwéf

S must be found 1f our defencés

rellance on nuclear weapons.'
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2 be cred&,le 1n the eyes of a_po»entlal g _.5
aEgressor, we must have sufflclent conventlonal :

énd thls means that we-m

T “1. ;-.‘ 4 ‘-;,_-f,. S
10ur¢puhxlcs;

geais”neededf

There 1s another area 1n uhlch chan

..l’r.

Our fortunes are, af

fected by develoPments

.

on 1mpbrted‘01l,

we need to d

{_ r-_ 2

§v1$e'a strategy whlch exP101ts the assets
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Innovatlon 1n our securlt

y pollcy'requlres

SRR

our approach to arms control.

The'quest-for
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1I_welcome the approach whlch Prcq1dent Reavan has =
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taken both w1th 1ntermed1ate ranra

p.n

ﬁAmerlcan negctlatlng p051t10n'1s'nc more.

"’?than an atuempt to retaln Western_'“

our approach 1s bascdfon the pr1n01p1eguﬂ_

of balance between the two maaor nuclear

*Niil progress w111 be Amerlcan determlnatlcn to_?m
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}3_35” '1n the .case of 1nLer edlate range nucTear

: > forces 1L w111 be LuroPean determlnatlon f___ i ;’
ey "o procced wlth the Crulse MlSqJIES and

'_34_-."' e ‘.4 e "", f..-v- .

\PEFSthé mod rnlsatjon programme. 

s I1ntere$ts -not those of the Sov1et Unlon, 7

'our forces by agreement : i _.f_}”fﬁjajf 2

The Pre51dent has exposed tne Ru551ans.t-¥ i :.“_tii

calls for moratorla as empty posturlng,

pall oL

and challenved them to match nls bold call _';.f:;f?i ;f{

to cut rather than freeze the 1evels of

'armaments.
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The mess ge for our peoples la that 1n nuclear and

5 aGthVGLSECLPIty at lower levels of

_Nevertheless, I belleve that ;- as 1ong as. '”;._’
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onventlonal forces allke we w1sh to

-
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weapons and that lt 13 thls approach

’.":We 5ema1n unlted our chances of achlevihg' A
- progress may be better than they have & el

been for some tlme._{;

L




el

/]1--

.MargaretThatcher Foundation rm G ‘:,‘ S e i L ol

;fundémental questlons the Pollsh crlsls has

;fralsed about the polltlcal and economlc

R

éblllty of the soczallst system.-*:
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g and 1n turn 1ncroase 1ts deb111tat1ng

: and destablllslng effecba_on tbe hhole

'however act as dlglncentlve to Sov1et

..BlOCklﬂE the Pdth to PGdCGfUl chaqge 1n‘~"
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Poland w11] only pro]ong and deepen the cr157s,
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ThlS comblnatlon of clrcumstances could :
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adventurlﬂm, partlcularly 1f they are conv1nced

of the Alllance s determlnatlon Lo defend 1ts flr'
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1nterests. i
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_President Reagan' s efforts to build on his . .- -
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I should llke to close

expr6531ng the hoPe that the dlscuSSlons we

‘have held here 1n Bonn, wlth the help of the

S

excellent h05p1ta11ty from our German hosts,_;__‘

may prove to have relnforced the strength and _

~
unlty of our Alllance in the months and years _
i ' : / ahead; and will
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and will-help in bringing home to our fellow
citizens throughout the Alliance that a healthy
NATO is the ‘best guaréntee of the enduring

peace we all seek.
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