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COS T4TH MEETING/82 HELD ON
MONDAY 14§ JUNE 1082 AT 12 NOON

OPERATION CORPORATE

ITEM

ITEM

ITEM

1. INTELLIGENCE

1. SIR TERENCE LEWIN invited the Deputy Chief of the
Defence Staff (Intelligence) to update them on current
intelligence.

2. LIEUTENANT GENERAL GLOVER (Deputy Chief of the
Defence Staff (Intelligence)) reviewed the intelligence
published in the latest summary (1). He gave an
assessment of the Argentine perception of current
operations. He said that further reports confirmed his
earlier assessment (2) that the Argentine Air Force was
only likely to mount periodic selective attacks. Finally
he summarised the Argentine casualty figures and their
losses of equipment to date.

2. OWN FORCES

s REAR-ADMIRAL BROWN (Assistant Chief of the Defence
Staff (Operations)) outlined the current deployment and
operations of the Task Force.

l, SIR TERENCE LEWIN summarised the 1lmmediate plans
and intentions of the Task Force Commander.

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS

5 MR McDONALD (Deputy Chief of Publie¢ Relations)
reported on press coverage.

6. In discussion the following points were made:
a. Concern was expressed at the hostile attitude
the press had adopted towards the Ministry of Defence.
Careful consideration should be given to ways of
remedying the situation, possibly ineluding an
Notes:
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informal meeting of the Chiefs of Staff with editors
at an appropriazte time after the recapture of Port
Stanley.

bBia The Task Forece Commander intended to forward to
the Defence Public Relations Staff some informatlion on
succesgsful operations such as those involving SENs

and Hercules alreraft, for release to the press at

an appropriate time.

Ca It now seemed unlikely that a ship could be
provided as a base for additional journalists, as
they had previously discussed (3), on grounds both
of availability and cost. However, the matter was
stlll belng lnvestigated.

In discussion the following polnts were agreed:

a. Notwithstanding eriticism from the press, the
Ministry of Defence should continue to apply the
criteria that no information which might prejudice
either operations or British lives should be released.

b The News Release Group should prepare a statement
that day, to say that the Ministry of Defence could
neither confirm nor deny Argentine reports of

civilian casualties in Port Stanley. The Foreign

and Commonwealth Office would ask the International
Committee of the Red Cross to confirm the facts as
soon as possible.

Cs In the light of the changed operational situation,
they would in future allow the names of individuals
selectively to be released to the press, and in
particular allow 'local boy' stories to be released.

d. The Permanent Under ﬁauvetary should be invited
to examine whether statements made by an Argentine
on London Weekend Television 'Weekend World' that
the Argentines had set out to occupy the Falklang
Islands and South Eeargig gaaeerully could be
rebutted.
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